
HOPI BACKGROUND SKETCH

The Hopi Indians nou live in northeastern Arizona. About 7,000 tribal

members occupy a dozen pueblo-type villages mainly located on high mesas along

an 80-mile stretch of Highway 2B4 betueen K earns Canyon on the east and Tuba

City on the uest. The true origin of the Hopis is shrouded in myth and

mystery. The most frequent account has them emerging from another world through

a hole in the floor of the Grand Canyon? another account has some of them

arriving by boat from southern ports of origin across the Gulf of Mexico.*

The evidence from linguistics and from the Hopis* oun folk literature would

seem to indicate that the Hopis are an amalgam of related groups who arrived

in what is nou Arizona more than a thousand years ago from several different

directions.

The Hopi language is a member of the large Uto-Aztecan language family.

Linguistic relatives include the Utes to the north, the Pima-Papago to the

south, and the Aztec groups to the far south.

Reference to the Hopi villages along Highway ZG4 is usually made by

"mesa," starting from the east just uest of Keams Canyon. Since the spelling

has never been standardized, the village spellings in Table 1 may differ

someuhat from the many other spellings seen in past and current uritings about

the Hopi.

The environment of all Hopi villages could be classified as high desert.

The chief occupations are arts and crafts, cattle ranching, and gardening;

only around Moencopi is irrigation prevalent. The Hopis uere officially

* Some Hopis believe that in the underworld from uhich they came the seasons
are reversed from what they are in this world. This may be further evidence
that some Hopi ancestors originally 1 ived south of the equator.



assigned 2,500,000 acres for their reservation, but are currently living on

about 500,000 acres, surrounded by Joint-use area occupied mainly by Navajos,

First Mesa=

Table 1. Hopi Villages

Hano (Hopi-Tewa village, related to several
pueblo groups in New Mexico)

Sichomovi (high village just west of Hano)

Ualpi (tiny village on point west of Sichomovi)

Poiacca (lower areas, closer to the highway)

Mishongnovi (small village, near "Corn Rock")

Shipolovi (a few hundred feet further west)

Shongopovi (southwest of main highway)

Second Mesa:

!

Toreva (sparsely populated area, on road I

going up hill to Mishongnovi) 1

Second Mesa (lower areas, nearer highway, with
post office, school, and modern housing)

Third Mesa- Kykotsmovi (New Oraibi; tribal headquarters)

Old Oraibi (oldest continuously inhabited
city in the United States)

Bacavi (eastern side of highway near Hotevilla)

Hotevilla (western side of highway)

Moencopi (just south of Tuba City crossroads)

The "closed community" aspect of the Hopi reservation is gradually being

eroded on two fronts = from death of elders, and from out-marriage and

out-work. As with many American Indian tribes, several Hopi ceremonies have

been seriously weakened or lost entirely, because of the death of the last

elder who knew the correct form of the ceremony. Many Hopis have outmigrated



to the surrounding cities of Holbrook, Winslow, Flagstaff, Phoenix, Denver, and

even as far away as San Francisco and New York City. The government practice

of sending teen-agers to boarding schools off the reservation has naturally

resulted in increased cross-cultural contact and marriage outside the tribe,

further weakening the tribal cultural fabric, including the Hopi language.

The dialect situation on the Hopi mesas has not yet received the study it

deserves. In traditional Hopi families, the new husband customarily goes to

live in his wife's native village. Of course! the automobile also contributes

to mobility and frequent cross-village movement — now often on a daily basis.

Hopi relatives and friends who enjoy an intimate joking relationship are fond

of teasing each other about the dialect differences in their speech. Both

Seaman and Ekstrom have made preliminary studies of the dialect differences in

Hopi, and dialect factors are mentioned briefly in many of the items cited in

the bibliography of this dictionary. However, no definitive dialect study

has yet been published. It may already be too late, in view of the

dialect-levelling influences mentioned above and in the grammatical appendix

to this dictionary, as well as elsewhere. For example, a front-page article

in the Hopi newspaper Qua f trioti for December 7, 1984 mentioned concerns

that the Hopi language might not last for another fifty years. This is a

fairly reasonable estimate, barring unforeseen events which might help turn

the situation around. The publication of this first Hooi Dictionary might

be considered a small step tn the right direction.

Those desiring more information about the Hopi culture should first

consult the excellent comprehensive annotated bibliography by W, David Laird,

published in 1977 by the University of Arizona Press. Those desiring more

information about the Hopi language and its relationships should consult the

definitive bibliography on the Hopi language, at the end of this dictionary.
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